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work, ingenuity, dedication, and sacrifice of 
the men and women of IOPA. IOPA was 
formed in 1904, in the wake of the discovery 
of vast amounts of crude oil and natural gas 
beneath the rugged terrain of the southern 
San Joaquin Valley, including Kern County. 
IOPA was formed to ensure that smaller pro-
ducers, many of them families, received a fair 
market price for the oil they produced, as can 
be seen in its mission statement: ‘‘It is the 
mission of the Independent Oil Producers’’ 
Agency to secure equitable prices for its mem-
bers’ crude oil and to serve these members at 
the government, business, and industry levels 
in matters relating to advocacy, legislative, 
and regulatory affairs.’’ 

Utilizing the proven powers of a cooperative 
marketing agency, IOPA has succeeded in 
achieving its objective. During the past cen-
tury, as it served its members, IOPA has also 
served our nation by providing a steady do-
mestic source of oil during wars, shortages, 
and embargos. It is also important to note, 
and I appreciate the fact that, IOPA and its 
members have given back to the community 
by supporting youth activities, education, 
scholarships, museums, and hospitals. Ac-
cordingly, I trust that my colleagues will join 
me in congratulating IOPA upon their 100th 
anniversary. 
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today as our country celebrates Earth Day to 
introduce the Efficient Energy Through Cer-
tified Technologies and Electricity Reliability 
EFFECTER Act of 2004. I am joined in this ef-
fort by a substantial and diverse coalition of 
my colleagues including Mr. MARKEY of Mas-
sachusetts, my Chairman Mr. LEWIS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. MATSUI of California, as well as 
Senator SNOWE of Maine and Senator FEIN-
STEIN of California. This bill is a more devel-
oped version of the EFFECT Act that Mr. 
MARKEY and I introduced in March 2003. 

With the President’s Energy Plan currently 
stalled in the other body, we believe that this 
bill can deliver on one of the less controversial 
issues when it comes to energy policy—en-
ergy efficiency. I support the President’s En-
ergy Plan and voted in favor of H.R. 6 when 
it came before this body for final passage. Un-
fortunately, politics has prevented this fine leg-
islation from implementing a desperately need-
ed energy policy in this country. 

My constituents in San Diego suffered 
through the Energy Crisis during the summer 
of 2001. The aftershocks of the rolling black-
outs and outrageously high energy prices are 
still being felt. Gas prices in California are cur-
rently the highest in the country at over $2.50 
per gallon. The entire Eastern seaboard suf-
fered through a major blackout last August, 
also suffering the consequences of needing 
the comprehensive energy policy of H.R. 6. 
We risk another major blackout and contin-
ually soaring fuel prices if we choose to wait 

for the politicking to end and H.R. 6 to be im-
plemented. My constituents, the American 
people need solutions now. I am introducing 
this bill in an effort to pass a portion of our 
long-term energy plan that can produce results 
now. 

In our legislation introduced last year, Con-
gressman MARKEY and I created legislation 
that would give builders and consumers a rea-
son to construct housing and purchase equip-
ment that not only saves the consumer money 
in the long run, but also helps save energy. 
We have taken this idea and have put it into 
this bill along with other cost-saving provi-
sions. This legislation offers tax incentives to 
encourage the production and sale of techno-
logically advanced, energy-efficient buildings 
and equipment. The incentives will reduce 
peak power demand, which can diffuse the 
risk of blackouts and high electricity prices. 
Peak power shortages cost California $15 bil-
lion in 2000 alone. 

These tax incentives are performance 
based, not cost based. One dollar of federal 
tax incentives for energy efficiency offered 
today will not be paid until January–April 2005, 
but manufacturers will respond to the incen-
tives by investing in production facilities for 
more efficient products immediately. This will 
promote the creation of competitive markets 
for new technologies and designs that are not 
widely available today, but have the possibility 
of being cost effective to the consumer in the 
future. 

This bill will have the government lead by 
example by cutting our own energy bills by up-
grading our building energy efficiency stand-
ards and purchase specifications, and reau-
thorizing Federal Energy Savings Performance 
Contracts, which allow private companies to 
partner with the government for mutually ben-
eficial cost-effective energy savings. Finally, it 
includes mandatory electricity reliability re-
quirements that address directly the failures 
that caused the blackout of 2003. 

This bill increases the security and reliability 
of the electric grid, while reducing natural gas 
and electricity prices by cutting the demand for 
natural gas and electricity in the near term, as 
well as in the longer term. Grid security is im-
proved by adopting mandatory standards for 
operation. 

The EFFECTER Act seeks to address two 
key power supply issues—electric reliability 
and natural gas prices. Reducing peak electric 
demand not only eases pressure on the elec-
tric grid but also reduces utility demand for 
natural gas, a major factor that has led to 
higher prices. Over the next ten years, this 
legislation can produce natural gas savings of 
over 3.3 quads annually—over 12 percent of 
total gas use; and peak electricity savings of 
145,000 megawatts—equivalent to 350 new 
power plants of 400 MW capacity. 

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Earth Day, 
please join me in supporting the EFFECTER 
Act which will help reduce energy needs and 
provide for a cleaner environment. Let’s re-
spond to our country’s desperate needs today, 
before we have another energy crisis. 
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Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to my long-time friend, Anna B. 
‘‘Peg’’ Jacobi, a resident of the Borough of 
Tuckerton for more than a half century. 

Peg served as Tuckerton’s Mayor from 1994 
to 1998, after retiring from 36 years of public 
service. She served as Tuckerton Borough 
registrar, and secretary for the Board of 
Health, tax collector, treasurer and executive 
director of the Tuckerton Municipal Utilities Au-
thority. She was also a member of the Pine-
lands Regional Board of Education for a dec-
ade. 

A charter member of both the Tuckerton 
Historical Society and the Tuckerton Seaport, 
Peg was the first president of the New Jersey 
Association of Rural Water and Watershed 
Utilities, and is currently president of Rural 
Water. She is also the current chairman of the 
Ocean County Utilities Authority, the Ocean 
County Board of Social Services, the Board of 
the Southern Ocean County Hospital Founda-
tion, and finance chair of the Lutheran Church 
of the Holy Spirit and Ocean County Girl 
Scout Council, where she originated the com-
munity Christmas Tree on Lake Pohatcong. 

Married for 48 years to the late Egbert M. 
‘‘Jake’’ Jacobi, Peg is the mother of four, 
grandmother of two, and great-grandmother of 
two fine boys. 

It has been a pleasure and a privilege work-
ing with Peg Jacobi through the years, and I 
am proud to recognize her for her many, many 
contributions to her community, county and 
State. I am proud, too, to call her my friend. 
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Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Americans suffering 
from a rare and debilitating disease known as 
Cushing’s syndrome. Named after Dr. Harvey 
Williams Cushing, the early 20th century sur-
geon who discovered the disease, Cushing’s 
is a hormonal disorder that affects only 5 to 10 
adults for every million each year. Symptoms 
range from obesity to high blood pressure, 
and if left untreated may result in infertility and 
even death. 

Unfortunately, like most other rare illnesses, 
Cushing’s patients are often mis-diagnosed, 
delaying important treatment options. This was 
the plight of my constituent, Jayne Kerns of 
Spotsylvania, Virginia. Suffering from many of 
the typical symptoms of the disease, Mrs. 
Kerns went undiagnosed through frequent 
physician visits and medical testing for over a 
year until an educated medical observation 
brought appropriate treatment. 

I bring Mrs. Kerns’ story to your attention, 
Mr. Speaker, to raise public and medical 
awareness about the Cushing’s syndrome, a 
serious and often elusive disease. Educating 
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